
Gilbert C. Grafton 

American Legion Post 2 
505 3rd Avenue North, Fargo, North Dakota 58102 

     20 November 2015 
My Fellow Legionnaires, 
 
 

      First off, I hope this letter finds you in good spirits and good health as we move into the holiday season with both 
Thanksgiving and Christmas coming right up.  I certainly hope that you had a chance to get out and take in some of the 
Veterans Day events earlier this month, and as your Commander and fellow veteran, I want to thank you for your service. 
 
      I’m not sure how many of you had a chance to hear me speak as the Keynote Speaker at the Fargo-Moorhead Veterans Day 
program, but the centralized point of the speech was a call-to-action for the revitalization and program evolution in all Veteran 
Organizations in order to ensure that these organizations, including the American Legion, continue to thrive into the future in 
their mission to take care of our service members and our veterans.  I spoke of recruiting to fill our ranks in our organizations 
to ensure that we could develop programs that would help our younger veterans and families while continuing to aid our older 
veterans as we have over the years.  And I talked of the importance of volunteering to take care of the many aspects of 
managing and taking care of our veteran organizations, because without volunteers who are willing to drive the organization 
and the programs, we cannot be successful. 
 
      I continue my pleas to our membership to find it in their hearts, in their minds, and in their schedules to pitch in and help 
our American Legion.  WE NEED YOUR HELP BADLY.  We need help with our programs.  We need help to develop new 
programs and drum up support in the community.  We need your help to get memberships renewed.  We need your help and 
ideas on how to bring young veterans into the fold.  And we are in URGENT need of any help in any expertise of skills to 
maintain our aging building.  I know you have jobs, families, and other commitments, but please, consider making the 
American Legion more of a priority in your little world if you can find a way.  Even if you can only help us one day a month for 
an hour, we will find a task or a program that you can be a part of. 
 
      Another goal that I had for this year, along with and in line with our Auxiliary President Mavis Goodroad, is to bring the 
Legion Family back together again.  With that in mind, I would invite you and your families to our combined American Legion 
Post 2 and American Legion Auxiliary Unit 2 Christmas Party.  The event is taking place on Tuesday, December 8th in the Legacy 
Ballroom of the our American Legion building in downtown Fargo and we would LOVE to see you there.  A social hour will take 
place at 6pm with dinner (prepared by myself and a team of cooks from both the Post and Auxiliary) served at 7pm.  A Silent 
Auction will take place throughout the night with the proceeds going to programs that aid and rehabilitate veterans at the 
Fargo VA Medical Center.  The Red River Valley Veterans Concert Band will provide holiday entertainment and music for us.  
And you will hear from both myself and the Auxiliary President highlighting the 2015 year at Post and Unit 2.  Please consider 
attending this event, we’d love to share some fellowship time with as many of you as possible.  See the backside of this letter 
for RSVP information. 
 
      We encourage you to keep up with us by visiting our website at www.americanlegionpost2.net and by LIKING us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/americanlegionpost2.  Keep up with the bar specials in our bar, The Pickled Parrot, by visiting 
www.thepickledparrotbar.com.  
 
      Finally, just a reminder that if you have not renewed your membership with Post 2 for the 2016 membership year, I would 
encourage you to do so as soon as possible.  You can send your membership dues of $45 in the mail to address listed at the top 
of this letter, or you can renew online by going to www.legion.org/renew.   
 
      On behalf of the officers of American Legion Post 2, we wish you a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving and Christmas and 
hope to see you soon. 
 
   Respectfully, 
 
 
 
   Christopher Hanson, American Legion Post 2 Commander 
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You’re Invited! 
 

Holiday Party and Silent Auction 
American Legion Post 2 and Unit 2 

 
December 8, 2015, 6pm 

Legacy Ballroom, American Legion 
Party details on back side in the Commander’s letter 

RSVP BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4TH!   
Contact Vetta Loveland at 237-4040 (daytime) or Marcy Schmidt at 232-1327 (after 5:00 

pm) to RSVP! 

 
Donate a wonderful Silent Auction item to add to the table and the fun.  Silent Auction proceeds will be used to support 
programs for our hospitalized veterans at the Fargo VA Medical Center.  Call Marcy Schmidt (232-1327) if you need your 

Silent Auction items picked up prior to the event.   

GILBERT C. GRAFTON POST 2 
PO BOX 2525 
FARGO, ND 58108-2525 
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